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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING  

STAR-IDAZ 
 

The Parties are: 

Organisation Short 
name 

Country 

Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación Productiva MINCYT Argentina 

Instituto Nacional de Tecnología Agropecuaria INTA Argentina 

Federal Ministry of Health BMG Austria 

CSIRO Australian Animal Health Laboratory CSIRO Australia 

FPS Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment FPS-CR Belgium 

PROVAXS – University of Ghent PROVAXS Belgium 

Veterinary and Agrochemical Research Centre CODA-
CERVA 

Belgium 

University of Liège ULg Belgium 

University of Ghent UGent Belgium 

Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa Agropecuaria Embrapa Brazil 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency CFIA Canada 

La Salle University  Colombia 

The Danish AgriFish Agency, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 
of Denmark 

 Denmark 

Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health and Safety ANSES France 

National Agricultural Research Foundation NAGREF Greece 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food DAFF Ireland 

Kimron Veterinary Institute, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development 

 Israel 

Ministero della Salute MH DG 
SAFV 

Italy 

Consejo Tecnico Consultivo Nacional de Sanidad Animal CONASA Mexico 

National Veterinary Research Institute Vom NVRI Nigeria 

Ministry of Economic Affairs EZ The 
Netherlands 

The Research Council of Norway RCN Norway 
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Moscow State Academy of Veterinary Medecine and Biotechnologies 
Named After K.I. Skryabin 

MGAVM&B Russian 
Federation 

International Centre for Innovations in Science, Technology and 
Education 

ICISTE Russian 
Federation 

Instituto Nacional de Investigacion y Tecnologia Agraria y Alimentaria INIA Spain 

Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries  Uganda 

Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Defra United 
Kingdom 

Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council BBSRC United 
Kingdom 

United States Department of Agriculture – Agricultural Research Service USDA - 
ARS 

United 
States 

Zoetis Zoetis  

International Livestock Research Institute ILRI  

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations FAO  

 

1. Background 

STAR-IDAZ (Global Strategic Alliances for the Coordination of Research on the Major 
Infectious Diseases of Animals and Zoonoses) is a global network of animal disease 
research funders and programme owners established to improve coordination of research 
activities on the major infectious diseases of livestock and zoonoses so as to hasten the 
delivery of improved control methods.  
The network represents the transformation of the EU-financed STAR-IDAZ Coordination 
and Support Action project into a self-sustainable network of interested partners.   

The scope of STAR-IDAZ includes co-ordination of research relevant to emerging and 
major infectious diseases of livestock, including aquatic animals and managed bees, and 
those infections of livestock that may carry the risk of disease threat to human health. 
Diseases of wildlife will also be considered where they are identified as reservoirs of 
infection with emerging and major infectious diseases of humans or production animals 

This Memorandum facilitates a coordinated approach to the relationship between the 
Parties (normally animal health research programme owners and funders and related 
global bodies) within STAR-IDAZ.   

2. Aims of the Memorandum and Membership of STAR-IDAZ 

2.1. This Memorandum establishes the responsibilities of the Parties and the general 
principles for their cooperation. 

2.2. This MOU is intended to set out principles and guidelines to be followed by the 
Partners in discussing and establishing collaborative initiatives and not itself to set 
out terms and conditions governing specific collaborative research initiatives.  It is 
understood that all research or research related agreements and legal 
obligations between any parties shall be conducted under a separate 
agreement negotiated between the parties. 
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2.3. This Memorandum is not intended to create a binding legal obligation between the 
Parties. 

2.4. Any organisation that funds and/or manages a programme of research on 
infectious diseases of animals and zoonoses and shares the objectives STAR-
IDAZ may become a member.   

2.5. Cooperation under this MOU may commence from the date of signature.  This 
MOU may be modified or extended by a mutual determination of all Parties in 
writing. 

2.6. Any Party may discontinue its participation under the MOU at any time.   A Party 
should endeavour to give the other Parties at least 90 calendar days’ notice in 
writing of its intention to end its cooperation under this MOU 

2.7. The Parties do not intend that the termination of this MOU will affect any 
Agreement entered into in respect to any collaborative Research Initiative made 
pursuant to paragraph 2.2 above.   

 

3. Principles of working together 

The Parties will work closely based on common principles.   

3.1  The Parties each recognise the independence and remit of the other Parties, but   
will seek to collaborate and cooperate in the achievement of their shared and 
respective objectives on Infectious Diseases of Animals and Zoonoses Research. 

3.2  The Parties will operate transparently while undertaking their responsibilities in 
good faith. 

 
 3.3  The Parties will involve and work with each other, in good faith, in areas of shared 

interest or concern, with other relevant delivery partners included where the 
Parties agree that this would be appropriate. 

 
3.4  The Parties will use reasonable endeavours to keep each other informed of any 

data, research, collected information or other work or development that might 
influence the decisions or activities of the Parties, to the fullest extent possible, 
taking account of their respective obligations under their national regulations and 
law. 

   
3.5  The Parties acknowledge that issues relating to confidentiality will be dealt with in 

separate confidentiality agreements among them before confidential information 
will be exchanged. 

 
3.6  Each Party undertakes to take part, in a manner of good faith, in the efficient 

implementation of the activities of STAR-IDAZ. 

 

3.7  Each Party undertakes to ensure that its representatives shall be of sufficient 

calibre and have sufficient expertise to perform the duties required of them in the 

Memorandum. 

 

3.8  Each Party shall bear its own costs in connection with its involvement in the 

Activities of STAR-IDAZ and contribute in kind to the running of the group. 
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3.9 Each Party undertakes to perform its tasks under STAR-IDAZ at its own risk. 

 

3.10 Each Party shall be solely liable for any loss, damage or injury to third parties. 

 

3.11 Each Party undertakes to notify promptly, in accordance with the governance 

structure of STAR-IDAZ, any significant information, fact, problem or delay likely 

to affect its involvement in the Activities of STAR-IDAZ. 

 

3.12 Each Party shall take reasonable measures to ensure the accuracy of any 

information or materials it supplies to the other Parties. 

 

3.13 Each Party agrees in good faith not to knowingly use any proprietary rights of a 
third party for which such Party has not acquired the right to grant licences and 
user rights to the other Parties. For the avoidance of doubt such Party shall, using 
its best endeavours, acquire the right to grant licences and user rights to the other 
Parties where it is able to do so.   

3.14 Through the observation of this Memorandum, all Parties will ensure their 
respective responsibilities are discharged consistently in keeping with these 
common principles. 

3.15 Nothing in this Memorandum shall fetter the statutory rights, powers and duties 
of any Party or require any Party to act in any way inconsistent with its statutory 
duties. 

 

4. Methods of joint working  

4.1. The Parties will explore further opportunities to expand shared working and reduce 
duplication of effort.  This aspect will be enhanced by exchanging information, 
collaborating on research, data and evidence gathering at national and local 
levels, sharing Animal Disease and Zoonoses Research issues and intelligence 
and pooling expertise and resources. 

4.2. The relationship will thrive on a policy of transparency and “no surprises” based 
on pre-notification of mutually agreed significant public or policy announcements 
relating to Animal Health and Welfare Research issues. 

4.3. The Parties will endeavour to agree consistent and coordinated messages when 
working with each other, delivery partners and the public.   

4.4. The Parties will generate and maintain a powerful joint voice for Animal Disease 
and Zoonoses Research through collaborative influencing.  

4.5. The Parties will commit to once yearly meetings (with additional meetings, if 
required, conducted via teleconferencing or videoconferencing) to review in good 
faith the shared wider strategic context of the environment in which they operate 
and actively explore opportunities for the improvement of joint working practices.  
Members will be requested to volunteer to host annual meetings but in the event 
where no one has volunteered to host a meeting the Chairperson will be 
responsible for hosting it.   
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4.6. The Parties shall elect a Chairperson (normally serving for a period of two years 
after completing a period of two years as Deputy-Chairperson) who shall be the 
intermediary between the Parties (and between the Parties and external Parties). 
For the avoidance of doubt the Chairperson shall not be entitled to act or to make 
legally binding declarations on behalf of any Party. The Chair should normally 
rotate around the various regions (Europe, Americas, Asia and Australasia and 
Africa and the Middle East) 

4.7. The Parties shall elect a Deputy-Chairperson (Chairperson-elect), who will support 
the Chairperson in his duties and shall normally succeed him. 

4.8. The Parties shall also elect an executive Secretary, who together with the 
Chairperson, Deputy-Chairperson, Past-Chairperson and elected regional 
representatives will form the Management Board.  

4.9. Secretariat functions, including assisting with organising annual global consortia 
meetings; organising regional network meetings; maintaining the network website 
and databases; organising research gap analysis meetings; running periodic 
foresight exercises and facilitating running common/coordinated research calls will 
be shared out among the partners.  

 

The parties agree to the terms set out in this Memorandum. 
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Signed on behalf of [ORGANISATION NAME]  

 

 

Signature: 

 

Name: 

 

Position: 

 

Date: 
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Signed on behalf of the FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS (FAO), in the presence of: [  ] 
  

In accordance with FAO’s legal status in international law, FAO acceptance of the terms and conditions 
stipulated in this Memorandum of Understanding is subject to the understanding that: 
 

- FAO’s participation in STAR-IDAZ and any document or arrangement relating thereto shall be 
governed by general principles of law, to the exclusion of any single national system of law. 

 
- Nothing in the membership or in any arrangement relating thereto, shall be construed as 

constituting a waiver of privileges or immunities of FAO, nor as conferring any privileges or 
immunities of FAO to any STAR-IDAZ party or its personnel. 
 

- Intellectual property rights, in particular copyright, of material such as information, software 
and designs, made available by FAO to be used to carry out the activities under this MoU shall 
remain with FAO. Copyright of the information and works, as well as rights to any other 
intellectual property, developed jointly by the Parties will be subject to separate agreements 
in accordance with Article 2.2 

 
- Any dispute between any of the Parties and FAO arising out of the interpretation or 

execution of the MoU shall be settled by negotiations and mutual agreement. 

 

 

Signature: 

 

Name: 

 

Position: 

 

Date: 

 
 


