
  

 1 

 
 
STAR IDAZ IRC Partners and Executive Committee 
 
UPDATED: February 2025 

 
 IRC Partner  Executive Committee Representative 

1 Agriculture Research Services, United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA-ARS), USA 

Roxann Motroni, National Program 
Leader, Animal Health, USDA-ARS 

2 Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness 
(ACDP), CSIRO, Australia 

Debbie Eagles, Director, ACDP 

3 Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) Nick Juleff, Senior Program Officer, Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF)  

4 Biotechnology and Biological Science Research 
Council (BBSRC), UK 

Sadhana Sharma, Strategy and Policy 
Manager, Animal and Plant Health 
BBSRC Transition Lead, BBSRC 

5 Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), Canada Jagvinder Dhanda, Executive Director, 
Animal Health Science Directorate, CFIA 

6 Danish National Veterinary Institute (DTU Vet), 
Denmark 

Kristian Møller, Head of Department, 
Centre for Diagnostics, DTU Vet 

7 Department for the Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (Defra), UK 

Scott Sellers, Head of Animal Health and 
Welfare Team, Defra 

8 Diagnostics for Animals (Veterinary Diagnostics 
Manufacturers) 

Stephen Hennart, INDICAL Bioscience 

9 European Commission Jean-Charles Cavitte, Research 
Programme Officer, AGRI B2, European 
Commission 

10 HealthforAnimals, Global Animal Medicines 
Association 

Alexander Rinkus, Executive Director, 
HealthforAnimals 

11 International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC), Canada 

Renée Larocque, Program Leader for 
Animal Health, IDRC 

12 International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), 
Kenya 

Siboniso (Boni) Moyo, Deputy Director 
General, Research and Development – 
Biosciences Department, ILRI 

13 Kenya Agricultural & Livestock Research 
Organisation (KALRO), Kenya 

Monicah Maichomo, Institute Director, 
KALRO 

14 Kimron Veterinary Institute, Israel Michel Bellaiche, Deputy Director, 
Kimron Veterinary Institute  

15 Lanzhou Veterinary Research Institute, Chinese 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (LVRI, CAAS), 
China 

Hong Yin, Team Leader of Ectoparasites 
and Vector-Borne Diseases Team, 
Lanzhou Veterinary Research Institute, 
Chinese Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences 

16 Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, 
The Netherlands 

Francoise Divinach, Policy Officer, 
Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
Netherlands 

17 Ministry of Health, Italy Marina Bagni, Senior Officer of Research 
Unit, Ministry of Health, Italy 
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18 Ministry of Science, Technology and Productive 
Innovation (MINCYT), Argentina 

Mariano Pérez Filgueira, Vice Director, 
Institute of Virology Research, INTA 

19 National Advisory Council on Animal Health 
(CONASA) and the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico (UNAM), Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine and Zootechnics (FVMZ), 
Mexico 

Francisco Suárez Güemes, Director, 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, National 
Autonomous University of Mexico 

20 National Agricultural Research Organisation 
(NARO) 

Halid Kirunda, Director of Research, 
NARO 

21 National Institute for Agriculture and Food 
Research and Technology (INIA), Spain 

Marta Garcia Lopez, Head of Livestock 
and Aquaculture Area, INIA 

22  National Institute of Agricultural Research 
(INRA), France 

Jennifer Richardson, Head of European 
Affairs Animal Health Division, INRA 

23 National Institute of Agriculture Technology 
(INTA), Argentina 

Mariano Pérez Filgueira, Vice Director, 
Institute of Virology Research, INTA 

24 National Institute of Animal Health (NIAH), 
National Agriculture and Food Research 
Organisation (NARO), Japan 

Fukai Katsuhiko, Manager of 
Kodaira Research Station, NIAH, NARO 

25 National Institute of Food and Agriculture United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA-NIFA), 
USA 

Tim Sullivan, National Program Leader 
Animal Health and Aquaculture, USDA-
NIFA 

26 Norwegian Veterinary Institute (NVI), Norway Karin Troell, Director of Research and 
Internationalization, NVI 

27 Office National for the Sanitary Safety of Food 
Products (ONSSA), Morocco 

Younes El Wahli, Head of Department of 
Pharmacy and Veterinary Inputs, ONSSA 

28 Regional Consortium Belgium (STAR-IDAZ.be): 
Ghent University; University of Liège; Contractual 
Research Unit at the Federal Public Service 
Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment; 
Sciensano; ARSIA (Regional Association for 
Animal Health and Identification), Public Service 
of Wallonia - Agriculture, Natural Resources and 
Environment (SPW ARNE), Staff Direction for Risk 
Assessment from FASFC (Federal Agency for the 
Safety of the Food Chain), Flanders Research 
Institute for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
(ILVO) and DGZ (Animal Health Care Flanders) 

Hein Imberechts, Scientific Support 
Advisor & Biosafety Officer, Sciensano 

29 Regional Consortium Nigeria:  
Nigerian Animal Health Research Network led by 
National Veterinary Research Institute Vom 

Maryam Muhammad, Director/CEO 
(Research), National Veterinary Research 
Institute Vom 

30 Regional Consortium Switzerland:  
Institute of Virology and Immunology; the 
Federal Office For Food Safety and Veterinary 
Affairs, Swiss Federal Department of Home 
Affairs 

Barbara Wieland, Director, Institute of 
Virology and Immunology 

31 Swedish Veterinary Agency (SVA), Sweden Karin Artursson, Scientific Director, SVA  

32 Tanzania Veterinary Laboratory Agency (TVLA), 
Tanzania 

Jelly Chang’a, Director of Research and 
Technology Development, TVLA 
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33 The National Agency for Food, Environmental and 
Occupational Health & Safety (ANSES), France 

Gilles Salvat, Deputy Chief Executive for 
Research and Reference, ANSES 

34 World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) Gregorio José Torres Penalver, Head of 
the Science Department, World 
Organisation for Animal Health 

35 Zoetis Olivier Martinon, Vice President, 
External Innovation and Research 
Alliances, Zoetis 

36 GALVmed Stephen Wilson, Director, Research & 
Development (VITAL projects) 
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